COMPLAINT VI


Contempt of Court - Violation(s) of Restraining Order provisions. 


Officer Kozub knowingly and intentionally violated a lawful restraining order. See Exhibit 23 


On June 25, 2001 and October 2, 2001 any rumors or false assertions concerning the validity of the restraining Order issued against Officer Kozub were laid to rest when it was proved to the Court, with the assistance of Burlington County Prosecutor's Office's Legal Assistant Michaud, that there was always only one restraining order which is discussed above. See Exhibit 24


With this matter firmly established, it is clear that Officer Kozub, at all times of said restraining order and in violation of NJSA 2C: 29-9b, was committing a contempt of said court order by remaining at all times in possession of court prohibited firearm(s) and that the Burlington Township Police Department was likewise in violation by allowing said violation to be committed. 


Officer Kozub, under cross-examination, also admitted that her weapons were never seized in opposition to County guidelines concerning the seizure of weapons of law enforcement officers alleged to have been involved in domestic violence incidents. This failure also violated State Attorney General guidelines as well. See courtesy copies Exhibits 25 & 26


Additionally, on April 12 and April 21, 1999 Officer Kozub additionally violated this Order by travelling to Mortimer Jewelers located on Rt. 541 in Burlington Township, while armed. On the second occasion Officer Kozub almost struck the named protected person, Ms. Christy Mortimer, with her patrol vehicle. This placed Ms. Mortimer in fear for her safety and was in clear violation of the Order in that Officer Kozub knew that Ms. Mortimer was employed there and that she was ordered to have no contact with Ms. Mortimer. For an order for a contempt charge to be sustainable in a court of law, three elements must be shown: 

1. That a valid order was in effect at the time.

2. That Officer Kozub knew about the order

3. That Officer Kozub knowingly and purposely violated the order. 

Both she and the Burlington Township Police Department were aware and in receipt of 

this Order. In fact, on February 10, 1999, County Detective Leitenberger additionally warned Officer Kozub against violating the order, specifically as it applied to Ms. Mortimer. See Exhibit 27 

There were no exceptions in the order to allow for it to be violated, whether in response to a minor police call or not. Also, it should be noted that then Sgt. Reed advised that in fact he had told Sgt. Hinkle that he had the actual order in hand and Officer Kozub was in violation of the Order. 


Sgt. Rudderrow of the Mt. Laurel Police Department confirmed both offenses committed by Officer Kozub. See Exhibit 28 

It is clear that Officer Kozub violated the restraining order imposed against her by unlawfully possessing a firearm, and on two separate occasions going to the workplace of a person issued protection from her as so named on the Order. 

