January 11, 2005

Calkins Media
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
8400 Route 13
Levittown, PA 19055

To Whom It May Concern:


Some time ago I called your organization to express concern about potential local politics interfering with the local newspaper the Burlington County Times (which is owned by Calkins Media). I was concerned that after several years of failed attempts, a story which is assuredly newsworthy, as well as viable for all the right reasons – financial, newsworthiness, community service, was not being told by the Burlington County Times (BCT). Hence, I decided to go to the source. 

When I made the call the Calkins Media, I was not sure what kind of reception I would receive. I was pleasantly surprised when the person who answered the phone spoke was highly receptive to hearing my complaint. I explained that I had serious doubts that such a story should not be published, and my misgivings as to the involvement of local politics. I mentioned that if Calkins Media was aware of this as a whole, and simply agreed with the views of the local Editor(s) at BCT to not do the story, then I would accept that. However, based upon my training, experience with the media, and especially with the BCT, which I grew up with reading and delivering that the decision by BCT to not do the story was perplexing. 

I expressed to the person who answered (whose name I did not get) that it was my belief that perhaps influences were involved that was obstructing the news process. After all, if “bad cops” are always newsworthy, then it would stand to reason that news of law enforcement officials at a higher level “gone bad” would be even more exceptional. When one of the accused is a County Prosecutor who was involved in the infamous NJ Trooper shooting incident and who had been accused, by a Superior Court Judge, of prosecutorial misconduct in that matter, it was nonsensical why nothing was being told. That case received National attention due the issue of racial profiling. This factor, combined with the blatant and repetitive nature of the criminal conduct by this same Prosecutor, and his Office, surely is significant. At the conclusion of the phone conversation, I was told that the matter would be reviewed and if warranted, I would be contacted. 

Thereafter, Editor Ron Martin of the BCT called me. While it was clear that he was not pleased with my call to Calkins Media, he and I spoke about the story. It was clear to me that Mr. Martin had several preconceived and completely erroneous misunderstandings as to the matter. After providing some background and assurances as to the availability of the evidence and facts in support of the story, Mr. Martin agreed to E-mail me so that I could send him information to help tell the story in a more factual way. The information was sent.

After some time passed and no reply was received from Mr. Martin, I sent a follow-up E-mail. He responded in a most peculiar way. He advised that what I had sent was “opinion” and not fact. I was surprised. The material sent was on file with the NJ Appellate Division, and I could not believe that Mr. Martin would not know that you cannot file “opinions” in a legal brief. Only facts are allowed. I did not send the attachments originally as at the time my intent was simply to provide a factual background, not to overwhelm Mr. Martin until I knew his intent. My response was to send several of the indisputable “factual” documents that are public record as part of the legal case. I will enclose the E-mails.

Afterwards reporter Mike Mathis emailed me. What disturbed me is that from over 12 years as a very active law enforcement officer in Burlington County, one thing I know is when someone is trying to be disingenuous. Mr. Mathis and I met before. He was shown the facts then. He chose to not do the story for reasons known only to him. Instead, he offers me a wild goose chase that he already knows the conclusion. He knows, from my previous attempts, that any complaints I try to sign will be squashed illegally, one way or another.  So in reply, I challenged Mr. Mathis to accompany me as I try his request and follow me as I go to the various legal courts to sign complaints since that is his only focus. This way he can do the story from the ground up, and first hand! Does it get any better? What reporter wouldn’t want the chance to first hand accounts of substantial corruption? Again, I will attach the relevant E-mails. To date, Mr. Mathis has failed to respond. Indeed, the newest victim told me that while speaking to Mr. Mathis about his matter, Mr. Mathis expressed his anger at me for “having gone over his head” and contacting the home office. I think this makes my case. Something is just wrong here. This story is too easily verified for that to be an issue and the facts that were provided are irrefutable. So the question is, and should be, why is the Burlington County Times not doing the story?

I hope that you will recognize the importance of this story. Because this news is not being exposed, another victim has been added. The Burlington County Times, if only as a service to its readers and the community, should do this story. With all due respect, I am a published writer myself and could, and would, do the story as a ghostwriter if that were the only way. In fact, I see this as a multi-faceted story that would be told over a series of articles. The attention would not only be huge, there is no liability on the part of the paper since it would be all  documented and factual!

As I told Mr. Martin, I intend to list the Burlington County Times on my  “Hall of Shame” page on my website: www.southjerseyjustice.com which I am in the process of completing. I advise you of this not as a threat, but simply as a fact since this seems to be the only way to tell the story and bring attention to stop this rampant corruption. 

There is a quote that I would like to think won’t apply this once:

“Sometimes when people read the newspaper, they forget and

think that they are reading the news.”

The story is newsworthy, it deserves and needs to be told properly and my hometown paper should tell it. Thank you in advance for your time. I hope to hear from you in the near future. 

Sincerely,

Dale M. Baranoski

W/e-mails and attachments 

1
2

