President Michael J. Madonna




December 16, 2000
New Jersey State Policemen's Benevolent Association
158 Main Street
Woodbridge, New Jersey 07095
1-888-465-7722 / Fax 732-636-0172

Dear President Michael J. Madonna:


My name is Dale M. Baranoski. I am currently a member of the Fraternal Order of Police, specifically Lodge #147. I am employed by the Westampton Township Police Department and hold the rank of police sergeant. 


I would like to meet with you as soon as possible and discuss with you a matter that would be mutually beneficial to both your organization and myself. It spans three years and two incidents. Since 1997 I have been waging a one-man war against corruption within the law enforcement community. My current predicament has led me to be illegally suspended for almost two years now. While I have issues with my own PD such as the illegal suspension, my main adversary is the Burlington County Prosecutor’s Office, specifically Assistant Prosecutor James Gerrow who at the beginning of this issue was the Acting Prosecutor for Burlington County. He is the same Prosecutor who was recently openly criticized by the Mercer County Superior Court Judge for misconduct in his handling of the case involving Troopers Kenna and Hogan and the infamous van shooting. Once again he has taken the innocent and attempted to transform it into something criminal. He and his subordinates have broken the law to make it appear as if I had.

I sought assistance from my own organization, the F.O.P., but I have found that when the time for the good fight arose, they are without honor and integrity and have no care for the plight of their members. They have behaved in a most disgraceful fashion and have made me realize that they are not worthy of my membership or loyalty. They have proven to me that all that I believed the organization stands for has been false. They have refused to help in a case that has the potential to help LEO’s throughout the State! Therefore, I would like to discuss with you my desire to switch my membership to the P.B.A. I believe that it is very possible that after discussing this matter with you in person, that if handled properly, the P.B.A. can become a paramount force within my area. To be honest, as an active member of the F.O.P. for my entire law enforcement career, which is 14 years, I have had little if any contact with any P.B.A. affiliates around Burlington County. From what I have seen, the P.B.A. does not have a large contingent within the police community itself around my area. I have discussed this with other F.O.P. members who are likewise disgusted by the F.O.P.’s lack of support and behavior. They too are interested in a possible switch of unions. With your assistance, I can use the matter that I am currently involved in to ultimately benefit law enforcement officers not only in Burlington County, but Statewide. In one of my letters that I sent to the F.O.P. when I realized that no help would be forthcoming, I asked when was the last time the F.O.P. helped a living LEO? They never responded.

My situation is entirely too lengthy to explain by letter. I would like to ask for an hour of your time and an open mind so that I may explain in person and in detail my plight. I would like to show you the proofs. The nightmare that I am currently enduring will be two years long come this February. However, I never gave up and I fought it alone with only the support of family and friends. After observing officers who had attempted to help me become targets of the same corrupt officials I faced, I intentionally alienated myself in order to afford them some protection.

To briefly explain my case. In February 1999, after discovering that a female police officer whom I had dated for several years and with whom I had ended the relationship was slandering me, I sent a certified e-mail to her insisting she stop and to have no more contact with me. This is completely lawful and  I have requested hundreds of complainants to do this in likewise situations prior to signing complaints. Unfortunately, I underestimated her mental stability as well as her political connections (her father holds political office). She was able to drag me into a domestic nightmare. I have been forced to suffer many indignities; embarrassment, loss of pay and every hurt imaginable as I was now unjustly labeled and treated as a “domestic violence abuser”. I was falsely incarcerated, had my property improperly seized, had both my home and my mother’s home invaded and have been denied the most basic rights and protections. I was forced to halt mid-purchase of my first home and eventually lost my current residence. I am financially destitute and my credit has deteriorated and once again, I will have lost another Christmas. 

Despite the indignities and mental pressure, I have never lagged or given up. I have fought back as best as I could. I continually attempted to enlist any and all help from any source imaginable. None responded. My last attempt was to my State F.O.P. Lodge with the National Lodge monitoring. I sent my plea for help with all the appropriate proofs of innocence and evidence of corruption included. I realized the error of judgment in placing my hopes with this organization when it was revealed to me by other members that not only had the executive board rejected my requests, they chose to not inform me. They refused to answer my calls and to add to the insult, chose instead to go to my local lodge, of which I had complaints against, to assure them that they would not be held accountable for their illicit actions. This was the final straw. Not only for me but for other F.O.P. members who had been suffering and were mistreated as well. 

Well, I am a fighter. I am a cop, through and through and true blue as it goes. 

I accepted that I would have to continue this fight on my own. I then realized that if I could be unfairly accused, then surely those who were responsible could be fairly accused, and criminally at that. On November 3rd, I took the fight directly against Mr. Gerrow. I signed criminal complaints against him in Mt. Holly. They are currently awaiting a probable cause hearing before Judge Rozenzweig of the Camden Courts. 

Recently it appears that all my suffering and pain may not be for naught. Just this week a State Investigator contacted me from the Attorney General’s Office and asked if I could set up a time to meet with him in reference to my complaints. While exceptionally hesitant since I had afforded the Attorney General’s Office a previous opportunity to become involved when I first reported the corruption to them, I agreed. We met this past Thursday. While openly skeptical, I was set at ease when the Investigator readily agreed to allow me to tape our meeting. This established much credibility in my eyes, especially after all the illicit acts I had witnessed by County officials to date. It was clear to me that they are pursuing an investigation into my complaints against Mr. Gerrow and his possible criminal conduct. I am including a copy of the probable cause that I attached to my complaints for your review. We are to have a second meeting so that I may provide additional facts and evidence. In the meantime he will be contacting witnesses, officers and reviewing the documents and proofs that I had provided to him. 

It was on the way home that I resolved myself to contact your organization. While my adversary’s have done everything wrong, I have done everything right. I don’t want to change that now. I have become politically knowledgeable and know I need the support of a strong police union to make this matter have a positive ending. I need your organization. What benefits are in it for the P.B.A.?  The chance to help save a police officer who was shunned and ridiculed by his police union, the F.O.P. The chance to establish a strong foothold in Burlington County, to become more than just a union that officers around this area hear about and never see. This is a case that is brimming with endless possibilities. But most importantly of all, it is a case that if handled properly, can end the suffering of both current and future victims of domestic violence from a Statewide domestic violence policy that immediately discriminates against law enforcement officers even if they are victims of domestic violence. The F.O.P. in their shortsightedness and failings were unable to recognize this even though I made it exceptionally clear to them. I ask you this as an example, since when do search warrants become automatic? They do in almost any case involving law enforcement officers. Temporary restraining orders almost always include a search warrant. I ask you this; where is the required affidavit? Where are the officer qualifications? Nowhere can these standard required elements that are needed for the issuance of a search warrant be found when it comes to the search warrant that attaches to the T.R.O.’s. 

Just as the State often waits for a case to come along that has all the necessary elements to help establish case law, this case has all the necessary elements to negate the negative ramifications inherent in the domestic violence policies as related to law enforcement officers, on both a State and local level. It also has the potential to send out an unmistakably loud and clear message to those within law enforcement that those who attempt to abuse the law for their own personal gain will be held accountable. Especially if it is against law enforcement officers. 

Mr. Madonna, the above example is only one of many that I would like to discuss with you. I know that I am making things happen for the benefit of all law enforcement officers Statewide. I’ve always stood up for officer’s rights. As an example, I am including a letter to my Chief dated 1996 that shows I tried to oppose the County policy, which mirrored the State policy on domestic violence incidents involving law enforcement officers. But I also know that in order to guarantee it, I need your help and backing. I would like to meet with you and any other executive board members as soon as can be possibly arranged so that I may win your approval. I believe that my tragedy is turning around as a result of my actions and has the potential to become a great triumph. But the window of opportunity is limited. There is always the possibility that the State may try to whitewash the whole affair at any time. With your organization behind me and watching, the chances will be minimized that the corruption I am exposing will be swept under the carpet.  My affair has already been published in two newspapers and I know that your backing would be newsworthy and much publicized. 

I will await to hear from you and will make myself available at your convenience. 

Respectfully,

Dale M. Baranoski

19 Washington Ave. 

Edgewater Park, NJ 08010

856-261-7338

E-mail: Hicalibr@AOL.com
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