October 21, 2002

New Jersey FOP Headquarters
108 West State Street
Trenton, NJ 08608

Attn: President Edward R. Brannigan 

Dear Sir, 

I write to you as a former FOP member. The reason I am no longer a FOP member is because I became a domestic violence victim in both the literal sense and the legal sense. In October of 2000 I wrote to this board and the past President and asked for assistance. I was faced with an onslaught of prosecutorial misconduct. Neither the past President nor any member of the board deigned to acknowledge or respond. As it turned out, this was not surprising as my female abuser, also a police officer worked with Mr. Whelan in his former PD and they were intimately familiar with each other. Also, her father was in effect his old boss. What was surprising and disturbing was that Secretary George Kline, without notice to me, went to my local lodge (consisting of only my department) and advised them that no aid was forthcoming and even ridiculed my appeal for help. Interestingly, the entire FOB executive board was subsequently promoted over more veteran and experienced officers who had tried to help me. I think this speaks volumes and is not what the FOP stands for. This exemplified the politics that are usually needed to successfully carry out what I call a professional assassination. 

However, what is important is that since that time I have substantiated all my allegations contained in the letter, as well as discovering more. I also proved that all I was facing in the way of charges were false. Two Superior Court Judges agreed with me and dismissed charges that had been concocted for lack of probable cause. 

In that letter I advised that by helping me, ALL members would be helped. You see, what I have discovered was that I was not alone. That others like me, mostly from Burlington County, had been illegally implicated in wrongdoing despite the evidence clearly indicating otherwise. I also came across another case though that proves that such criminal misconduct exist Statewide. You may be familiar with the Officer. He is from Newark PD. His name is Captain Carmine Russo. The facts in his case demonstrate that he too was falsely implicated with the assistance of your own County’s Prosecutors Office. 

Mr. Brannigan, the facts that are cited in that letter fail to describe the trauma falsely accused officers endure, especially when it originates from our own. I look forward to returning to the ranks, but sadly, I realize that there is more than enough crime within this profession for me to focus on so others never have to go through what the other victims or I did. Also, I absolutely guarantee you that there is nowhere for good cops to turn to when they become victims of what I call “cop on cop” crime. All of the law enforcement officer victims that I have located and spoken to concur with this assesment. What makes all these cases worse is that they all were reported to the Attorney Office and/or the Division of Criminal Justice. They were all ignored. In my case, letters were sent out from DCJ claiming that the complaints were investigated and unfounded. Unfortunately for them, the OPRA act occurred and an inspection of the files proved that there had never been any investigations! 

I ask that you take the time to review the old letter. I than request that you meet with me personally so that I may provide the tangible proofs of the criminal misconduct for you to see for yourself first hand that all I allege is grounded in reality and hard proof. I would prefer that you see the evidence first hand. A decision as important as this should be based on facts, not assumptions or word of mouth. Since I wrote that letter, substantial additional proofs have surfaced the likes of which have to be seen to be believed. 

I do this because I am very proud of my profession, but alarmed by some of its members. This is not to be taken as a slur, but simply as a statement of fact. I hope that you will recognize all that I offer and its significance so that the FOP can represent what it stands for. While I have substantially prevailed, I do not believe anyone will ever be safe again until the environment that enabled this horrendous conduct to manifest itself is dismantled. And I know that I cannot do this alone. 


Thank you for your time and I hope to hear from you. 


Sincerely, 


Dale M. Baranoski
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